What is The International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) and why is it critical?
The International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) is the world’s leading organization for preparing and publishing international standards for all electrical, electronic, and related technologies. The U.S National Committee (USNC) of the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) serves as the focal point for U.S. parties interested in developing, promulgating, and using globally relevant standards for the electrotechnical industry. The USNC is also engaged in assessing conformance to standards and undertaking work in areas such as testing, certification, and accreditation.
What is the American National Standards Institute's (ANSI) role, and why is it important?
The American National Standards Institute (ANSI) is the U.S. representative to the IEC and many related regional standardization bodies. The USNC serves as a conduit to the global standards-setting community for technical and policy positions arising in the U.S. In this capacity, the USNC brings issues from the global arena to the U.S. for review, consideration, and response. In the IEC, the USNC operates via Technical Advisory Groups (TAGs), which are comprised of volunteer experts working collaboratively to develop U.S. positions on technical issues under consideration within IEC technical committees.
EOS/ESD Association, Inc. has a vital role. 
EOS/ESD Association, Inc. is the Technical Advisory Group (TAG) for the US National Committee TC101.  In this capacity, the EOS/ESD Association comments and votes on the IEC standards for the United States. This appointment stems from the accreditation of the EOS/ESD Association, Inc. by ANSI. The chair of IEC TC101 is John Kinnear, EOS/ESD Association, Inc.,  and the Head of the US Delegates is Kevin Duncan, Blue Origin, and Chuck McClain, Botron is a US delegate. Many of the IEC TC101 61340 designation documents are technically harmonized with EOS/ESD Association, Inc. standards, standard test methods, standard practices, and technical reports. 
Why are Accredited standardization bodies and the standards they produce superior to other standards?
Accreditation is an independent evaluation that ensures that standardization bodies are subject to oversight by an authoritative body. The process ensures that standards meet rigorous quality and reliability criteria. This uniformity is crucial for global trade and interoperability. Accreditation involves regular reviews and updates to standards, ensuring they remain relevant and effective in addressing current and emerging challenges. This process fosters continuous improvement and adaptation to new technologies and market needs. Accredited standards are developed through a consensus process involving various stakeholders, including industry experts, academics, and government representatives. This inclusive approach ensures that the standards are comprehensive and widely accepted. Many governments and regulatory bodies recognize and prefer accredited standards, often making them mandatory for compliance. This recognition can simplify regulatory processes and reduce the burden on businesses.
International Standards
IEC International Standards reflect the global consensus and distilled wisdom of many thousand technical experts whose countries have delegated them to participate in the IEC. They provide instructions, guidelines, rules or definitions that are then used to design, manufacture, install, test & certify, maintain and repair electrical and electronic devices and systems. IEC International Standards are essential for quality and risk management; they help researchers understand the value of innovation and allow manufacturers to produce products of consistent quality and performance. IEC International Standards are used by technical experts; they are always voluntary and based on the international consensus of experts from many countries. International standards are also often adopted by countries or regions to become national or regional standards. For example, close to 80% of European electrical and electronic standards are in fact IEC International Standards.
TC101
TC 101 was established in January 1996 as the continuation of Subcommittee (SC) 15D, which was created in 1990. Because of its origins, much of its early work was focused on the electronics industry. While this is still a major part of TC101's activities, the standards and other deliverables produced by TC101 now cover a broad range of industries, both commercial and domestic.
In general, TC101 provides standardization in the field of electrostatics to provide general guidance on
· test methods to evaluate the generation, retention, and dissipation of electrostatic charges;
· ascertaining the effect of electrostatic discharges; and
· requirements for design and implementation of handling areas or procedures, equipment, and materials used to reduce or eliminate electrostatic hazards or undesirable effects.
TC101 meets face-to-face annually and is hosted by a National Committee in their home country. The week consists of several working groups, project teams, and maintenance teams (MT) meetings, concluding with the formal plenary session.
If you are interested in becoming involved or would like to learn more about EOS/ESD Association, Inc.’s involvement in IEC, please contact standards.eosesda@esda.org.
